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case of some rich men, the assessment was as high as p per cent.1 Nadir
is said to have given orders that the townspeople should be preserved
from violence and treated with lenity during the carrying out of this

work.

When all the returns were complete, Delhi was assessed at two crores^
and the Nizamu'1-Mulk, Sarbuland Khan and three other nobles were
ordered by*Nadir to collect the money. For this purpose Delhi was
divided into five sections, and each of these nobles was made responsible
for the collection of the money in one of these sections.2 While Sarbuland
Khan carried out his disagreeable task as humanely as he could,3
some of the other nobles acted very harshly, with the result that many
families were entirely ruined and numbers of persons, being driven to
desperation, committed suicide. In some instances torture was employed
to enforce payment.4

The aggregate value of all the money, jewels and other objects of value
which Nadir obtained from the Emperor, his nobles and people must
have been at least 70 crores (700,000,000) of rupees5 ; as Anand Ram
remarked,6 "the accumulated wealth of 348 years changed owners in
a moment/' Next to the peacock throne, the most famous and valuable
of Nadir's spoils was the great Koh-i-Nor diamond.7

On the 3rd Safar, 1152 (lath May), Nadir held a great darbar or
court, to which he invited the Emperor and his principal nobles, and,
with his own hands, placed the crown of Hindustan on the head of
Muhammad Shah, and handed him a belt and a sword set with jewels ;
he then gave splendid coats of honour to the nobles.8

1 Sayan, foL 25 (b).

'Mirza Zaman (Fraser, p. 201). Ashub (Vol. II, p. 368) states that Delhi was assessed at
2 crores and 12 lakhs.

* Fraser, p. 217.

4 Anand Ram foL 176 (b) and 177 (b); Anand Ram himself had to pay 5 lakhs. Ashub (Vol. II,
pp. 369 et seq.} gives particulars of the tortures employed.

* Mirza Mahdi (T.N., p. 207) values the gifts, including the peacock throne, which Nadir received

from the Emperor and nobles at 15 crores, together with jewels " beyond enumeration.'1
Anand Ram (foL 175 (a)) says that these jewels were worth 50 crores. Muhammad Kazim
(KAt., p* 445) puts the total value in cost and in kind at 26 crores; speaking of the jewels,
etc., he said: " the mind is incapable of imagining them." Mirza Zaman (Fraser, pp.
220-221) and Otter (Vol. II, p. 90) both estimate the total value of the spoils at 70 crores;
Otter adds that the booty taken by the officers and soldiers was worth 10 crores. 'Abdu'l-
Karim (Bayan, foL 26 (a)) gives the figure of 80 crores, while de Voulton's list of the items
amounts to the undoubtedly exaggerated total of ni crores (pp. 242-243).

* Tadhkira, foL 175 (a).    It was actually 351 lunar years from the time when Timur sacked

Delhi in December, 1398.

T The family of Rana Vikramaditya had presented this diamond to Babur's eldest son Humayun
in 1526, in token of gratitude for his protection. On Nadir's death in 1747, the stone
passed into the hands of Ahmad Shah Durrani in the possession of whose family it remained
until his grandson Shah Shuja' gave, or was forced to give, it to Ranjit Singh, the Sikh ruler
of Lahore. When the British annexed the Panjab in 1849, the East India Co. obtained
possessioa of the diamond, which it presented to Queen Victoria in the f oUowing year.

* J.W., p. 208